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HINCKLEY AND BOSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

ETHICAL GOVERNANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 

25 NOVEMBER 2025 AT 6.30 PM 
 
PRESENT: Cllr CE Green - Chair 
 Cllr A Pendlebury – Vice-Chair 
Cllr SL Bray, Cllr MB Cartwright, Cllr MA Cook, Cllr L Hodgkins (for Cllr WJ 
Crooks), Cllr KWP Lynch and Cllr P Williams (for Cllr MJ Crooks) 
 
Also in attendance: Gordon Grimes, Independent Person 
 
Officers in attendance: Julie Kenny and Rebecca Owen 
 

255. Apologies and substitutions  
 
Apologies were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Crooks and W Crooks with 
the following substitutions authorised in accordance with council procedure rule 
10: 
 
Councillor Hodgkins for Councillor W Crooks 
Councillor Williams for Councillor J Crooks. 
 

256. Declarations of interest  
 
In response to a request, members were advised that being in the same political 
group as someone did not necessarily mean that an interest should be declared, 
however being a close associate or friend would be a different matter. 
 
Councillor Lynch declared a non-registrable interest in complaint 2025/12 as a 
close friend of one of the subject members and said he would leave the meeting 
during consideration of the item. 
 

257. Minutes of previous meeting  
 
It was moved by Councillor Bray, seconded by Councillor Hodgkins and 
 

RESOLVED – the minutes of the meeting held on 12 November be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
258. Housing Ombudsman compliance letter  

 
Members were informed that a letter had been received confirming compliance 
with the Housing Ombudsman’s publication requirements for 2024/25. 
 

259. Matters from which the public may be excluded  
 
On the motion of Councillor Bray seconded by Councillor Cartwright, it was 
 

RESOLVED – in accordance with section 100A(4) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the following 
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item of business on the grounds that it involves the disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1, 2 and 10 of Part I of 
Schedule 12A of that Act. 

 
260. Complaints update  

 
In relation to the hearing held at the previous meeting following an investigation 
into two complaints about Councillor Batty of Groby Parish Council, it was 
reported that Councillor Batty had not accepted the outcome and had indicated 
he would submit a complaint about the matter. 
 
Having declared an interest in the following item, Councillor Lynch left the 
meeting at this juncture. 
 

261. Complaint 2025/12  
 
Consideration was given to a complaint alleging that a borough councillor had 
breached the code of conduct by failing to declare an interest and bullying by 
intervening in plans for development. 
 
It was noted that one of the two members mentioned in the complaint had been 
on Planning Committee when the application in question was discussed but had 
declared an interest and left the meeting. The subject member was not a member 
of the Planning Committee. 
 
Councillor Bray, whilst minded to take no further action, proposed that the 
Monitoring Officer speak to the case officer first to consider whether the subject 
member had made any comments in relation to the relevant planning 
applications. If they had not made comment, the complaint would be closed, and 
if they had made comments, the complaint should be brought back to the Ethical 
Governance & Personnel Committee. Councillor Cartwright seconded the motion. 
 
Members then gave further consideration to the ability for a member not on 
Planning Committee to influence a committee or a delegated decision and the 
actions available to the committee should it be discovered that comments had 
been made by the subject member. They felt that the influence would be very 
limited and a member who had been at the meeting in question stated that no 
attempt had been made to influence them or any other member. The Monitoring 
Officer also reported to members that discussion had taken place with the Head 
of Planning when the complaint was first received and no impropriety had been 
reported. After consulting with the Independent Person, Councillors Bray and 
Cartwright subsequently withdrew their motion. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Bray, seconded by Councillor Cook and 
 

RESOLVED – no further action be taken. 
 
 

(The Meeting closed at 7.05 pm) 
 
 

  CHAIR 


